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Technical SEO, for LLMs.



Search engines aren’t the only crawlers now.
Client’s care about appearing in this AI stuff.
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This means technical is no longer just about 
“SEO”, it’s technical optimisation for crawlers of 

various origin.
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Definitions:
LLMs = Gemini, ChatGPT, etc.

Google Search = Traditional, AI Mode, AIOs
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Y.M.M.V.
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JavaScript



Most LLMs do not render JavaScript content.
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They fetch pages via simple HTTP requests and 
read the raw HTML, without executing scripts or 
waiting for dynamic content to load.

#TechnicalSEO #LLMsTECH SEO & AI



These tools act more like text-based scrapers 
(akin to curl or a basic HTTP client) than full 
browsers.
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Renders JS

Gemini

(AI Overviews & AI Mode)
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Doesn’t Render JS

Perplexity

Claude

Inconclusive

ChatGPT



<> Server-side rendering (SSR)

<> Static pre-rendering

<> Hydration

<> Compressed plain text views for specific UAs*

#TechnicalSEO #LLMsTECH SEO & AI

*you could probably implement this easily via your CDN… #EdgeSEO
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Schema



Can LLMs understand Schema?
Does schema impact visibility?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xTGNNLPyMI
Deep Dive into LLMs like ChatGPT
Andrej Karpathy - Co-founder Open AI, ex-Sr. Director of AI at Tesla

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xTGNNLPyMI


“When we go to inspect we can see all this markup, like lists, 
CSS, and all this kind of stuff. Computer code for these 

webpages. We don’t want this. We want just the content of 
the webpages.”
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BUT
LLMs can use structured data when 

pre-processing tools include it, but often they 
only receive plain text or markdown.
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Schema Type % of AI Overviews containing it

Organization 82%

WebPage / Article 76%

BreadcrumbList 59%

FAQPage / QAPage 41%

Person (Author) 38%

Product / Service 34%

ImageObject 28%

Review / AggregateRating 19%

Sample Size: 107,352 websites appearing as Citations



WebPage → mainEntity → Article
Article → author → Person

Organization → url → Homepage
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LLMS & AI tools don’t need Schema to be able to 
extract and understand content on a page.
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Google uses Schema in the same way it always 
has done when it comes to AI Mode and AI 

Overviews.*
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*because AI Mode and AI Overviews are extensions of Search on the same infrastructure.
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Robots.txt



Even if you’re not disallowing LLM crawlers, you 
could still be included in training data.
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ccbot
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https://commoncrawl.org/ccbot 
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https://commoncrawl.org/ccbot
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Site Speed
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Good PSI scores don’t correlate with inclusion.
Good CWV scores do correlate with inclusion.
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Site Structure
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URL Length
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Classic Blue Links AI Mode / Overviews

Min 9 9

Max 173 173

Mean 52.24425287 53.43390805
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Page Structure



If you structure a page in XYZ way, you’ll 
increase your chances of being pulled into 

generative summaries.*
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*LinkedIn GEO/AEO/E-I-E-I-O Gurus



#:~:text
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Sample Size: 2,138 websites appearing as Citations
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Mean Median Min Max

Saas 4,607px 2,364px 215px 60,565px

Travel 2,406px 1,249px 100px 31,878px

eCommerce 3,610px 2,005px 65px 42,026px

Sample Size: 2,138 websites appearing as Citations
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Wrapping things up



The foundations of technical SEO are the same. 
The internet, for now, still has the same 

structure.
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We’ve optimised websites for Search Engine 
crawlers, now we need to understand and 

accommodate the nuances of LLM crawlers.
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JavaScript is once again a key area of 
optimisation.
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Thank you

TECH SEO

dan@salt.agency
https://dantaylor.online

https://salt.agency
https://salt.agency/call-dan 
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